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.Fg.OC FrJ’)! XG 3 OP * ijr CT7JRT 0? ITQtJXHY 
17 FEBRUARY 1969- 

•Ta-?,' coxa?* convened at i. p c »u *> Feb& 17 ? 1969 Xu open court;® 

Lt P Edward Murphy P Fxetmfciv© Officer in Pueblo,, ims the first 
wtoas# FI© «..r!.<i the t*og ular.lv as signed talfc&r for the 1 JV 
circuit wv.s not manning the phonsa because of modified Gor;©r&l 
Quarters ( DC) } ,, and that handheld pbone seta wore used for this 
circuit on the * bridge* 

• Ui “- o npci.';' 3 a t <5 that the f'. : tilt ary Codi* of Conduct vaa 
discussed frs true ably on the ships that it 'was the subject of 
several articles in fcho Plan of the Day from time to tirse s a^d 
‘•has hs believed a LA p e-jiiis ? ; no.l received word that only nemo t • rank.; 
s&d ‘serial n'anbor tvoald bo given® 

i •'o.j-p.c'i.f said ho heoi'-d some interrogation in progress c-:n th<t 

•train ik'ora Wonsan to Pyongyang? t-rith a cargos 3 giving, information 
00.00 lot lag of the cover story that had been provided for Pueblo— 
that tbry >?one involved In measuring electronic radioition caused 
by sunn po- 1 a,. 

' {&»?# ) 




'Court of Inquiry 2-a-2 CIB REL, lw* 58-69 17 Feb, 69 

When it cans his turn for interrogation in the railroad car h® 


told hi a captors the same story he had heard others relate during earlier 
interrogations on board the railroad car* 

After the train ride* they were led into a four-story brick building 
and ho was assigned a room with enlisted personnels Ho f Ginther® Spear a 
and Rosales were quartered in a 10 by 18 foot room,- Tho windows had 
been nailod shut in obvious preparation for the arrival of the crew., 
and the exact number of bunks necessary had been ins tailed p giving tho 
appearance that the exact number of crewmen was known wall in advance 0 
Murphy stated n Glorious General” said latex' the North Koreans had boon 
expecting to capture Banner rather than the Pueblo- and showed Murphy 

a copy of a message captured from Pueblo that showed a schedule for 

* 

Banner and Pueblo* 

Shortly after arrival the crew was taken as a group into a large 
room where they were accused of violating territorial waters and spying* 
Murphy said he and all the officers were as one in denying the charges* 
The essence of the North Korean allegation was that Pueblo was the 
first ship of an invasion force* The crew was told that each man would 
bo shot by sundown* 

The following morning individual interrogations commenced* ! Murphy 

f J "» 

said he was taken before a "3-star Korean colonel- and a rnuiel of 
officers who sab like a fury 0 Two officers worked with Lfc* Murphy in 
preparing the documents used to sunoort allegations of intrusions*’' 

Murphy said in response to questioning from Counsel fox’ the Court that 
tho Koreans knew by documents confiscated from thjb ship that he was the 
ship 5 s navigator* 


-more- 
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Court Proceedings 3«3~J CXB KEL* NO. 38-6.9 x? Fob 6 9 


Murphy said that he initially denied ocftegorlcally any 
allegations of intruding© Ho 3 aid the initial interrogations were 
not very viofcnto At out the 27 th ’’or 28th of January his captors 
tried to go'; concurrence that Puebla had intruded at a point Ij~I> 
miles from. ¥0 Do Island,; 

This attempt started with three physical s&ssi ons 0 Murphy ■ 
said, a stick was placed behind his knees and he was forced to place 
his knees and the tops of his feat on. ' the floor while holding his 
body 'orticalo with hands in the air for extended periods,, Ho did 
not provide any information- and vras. returned to his rocrm 0 

The next time ho was forced to assume, the sam peaS. tion while 

\ 

holding a chair over his head- then was repeatedly kicked .and 
s .loved from in front and behind 0 One kick opened a wound near his 
ear and bloodied his mouth© &ttm* he agreed to confess he was 
B&nt to b.2s rooms then ho doc ids- d against confessing© About 
January 2% '’Super C" } called Kua?phy back; and offered ta play a 
tape rsoo.cVing of Cmdr© Hu.Qh.er confessing to fcho intrusions and 
to spy in go' Murphy asked to see Cmdr 0 Bn® her instead*) but the 
request was d-anled© Murphy said he later heard. wh&fc so&ia^d' to 
be sit.' h a taps hting played sessswhere in the building*) but’aoulcl 


not be sure i>; was (ko.&ro Bucher 5 3 volt? a© 

In u' Grbaaouenb evasion on- officer told Murphy he had 
authority to shoot him** and asked if ho-i/aa prepared to.dl©<> 
Murphy replied in the sf f isfinat ivo P he' was asked if he would 
to write a willo Murphy €$€>lltt«3© Kb was then s topipned. to 
shorts a'.;;;] his hendLs v/eru bound with wiro^ « v <i guards Vielsard 
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CIS RE L, NO, 58-69 

knees 6- A number of Korean officers entered .the room while Kwphy 
was forced to squat on the balls of his feet with a stick behind 

t, .. 

his knees 0 Murphy said he 'oeeaae taxconscious five or six t lines 
during this session,) After the fifth tine ho passed out 0 he said 
ho heard some officers In the .nassagewa y had agreed to tal lc 0 . and 
h© iocidsd that after hearing the confess ion recording that it 
wis senseless to remain the only holdout 0 Ho demanded to see tho 
senior colonel and was allowed to do so after further pun is lament 0 
When taken to see the senior* colonel he was unable to talk 9 and 
was returned to his rooms and told to write a confession*. An 

officer stayed with him. till about 5s 30 sum* 9 giving hin phrases 

\ 

to use in hie confession* 

Ho stated he started drawing the chart subasquently used in 
Korean propaganda in late 'January or* early February 3 and that the 

six alleged intrusions he originally 'plotted were reconstructed from 

•* 

erroneous positions taken from tho position log he maintained on 
the ship* ^lavon others alleged in a subsequent propaganda 
release were taken from a Loran log* Murphy said that thnoe 

\ 

eleven positions were all erroneous posibioas^ and. were only a 
small percentage of those Hated* * 

Murphy estimated that It was the 27 th or* 2 Sch of 
January when he first heard tho recording of what he assumed was 
the G 0 *s cpnfossicn* He said hearing the rer.or-ding influenced him. 
to give the saxes in format iou 0 

{ more ) 
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Court Proceedings CIB REL 0 N0 o 9 8 '-■6 9 

Asked about the procedure of joint ventures by the crew in 
drafting end signing; .petitions to .people in. the United States# 

t • 

Murphy replied that a committee composed of all the officers and 
some of the senior enlisted personnel and the senior oceanographer 
was formed# but that this later -included only the officers# who 
tried to Inject as much stilted English as possible a3 a tlpoff 
that- the confession was coerced® 

The North Koreans told the crew that the matter was a civilian 
one# and that the crew 3 as snles 3 were not under the protection of 
the Geneva Convention® 

Murphy said in response to questions from Counsel for the 

Court that the crew resisted writing letters , to Korean officials 

and to officials in the United States® 

He said, at one point he was lectured cn his responsibility • 

for the welfare of the crew and the crew was threatened if he’ did 

not cooperate o Murphy said that ha believed he could better resist 

If he could keep his wits instead of being beaten senseless® In 

response to questions concerning medical treatment# Lt u Murphy said 

J 

only superficial t-r e a tmon b was afforded the crew® 

He testified that after kO days the crew was moved from their 
original building# which was quite old# to a never building tilth 
four stories® He said that all the propaganda films shot in the 
earlier building wore later shot in the new surroundings® 


(more ) 
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Court- Proceedings 6<--6-6 

Murphy said he could detect no studied isolation plan for 
the crew„ but said three specific petty officers and others 
emerged as leaders but they were relieved of leadership positions 
by the North Koreans because of their strong pro-American attitude 0 
He said the crew made every effort to keep the chain of command 
int&cio 

As cod how the-; petition letters were presented to the crew 
by the North Koreans » Lt 0 Murphy said they were told that the 
letters were the work of a committee, They were brought In 
in snail groups and assured of the Commanding Officer’s desire 
tha'- they* sign* 

Murphy said he was aware of no serious disciplinary problems 
an*, that all were handled by the petty officers concerned. 

In response to questions about diet y Murphy said the basic 

* 

diet was soup„ that the crew was Initially given bread* but 
switched to rice as being more nutritious , He said two crew- 
members developed diarrhea because of unsanitary food served 
from buckets » He said he lost approximately forty -five pounds^ 

He said the crew w&s-~g-iven three chances to write le iters * 
and' hat the crew was anxious to tell their families they were in 
reasonably good health* He said when he drafted one letter., the^ 

draft was returned to him wl fch much of the material deleted and 
several phraseg inserted for his use, 

(mono) 





Coupg Proceedings 7-7-7 CIB KEL„ HO* £8«69 17 Feb* 69 

Murphy stated that his letter dated March 2lj. was started 

after the March £ move to the new build Inge They were required 

to prepare 3 copies of the final draft of each letter* Sometimes 

i .. • 

taking 5 or 6 re^dos before being accepted* 

Murohy stated that he tried in his letters to convey the 
point that he was of keen mind and on top of the situation* He. 
received conf irmation later that this word did get out* He 
cited various attempts to pass the word concerning the fallacy of 
the crowds statements* Ke added that they were told to write 
letters by the Nor th Koreans § and that he was threatened by one 
officer with treatment similar to that he received on January 29 
if he did not write to Secretary Husk* He recalled there being 
three press conferences $ all being completely rehearsed in advance* 
with both the questions and the answers known to them about a 
week beforehand* 

In response to questions about lf Hell Week.) ” he said that 
by that time ( Dec* 11) they wore required to use Korean words and 
phrases in dealing with the guards o He noted that he was not severely 
beaten during Hell Week * bub was unable to explain precisely why 

\ 

he was not beaten with boards as were other crewmembers 0 J 
Members of the court then questioned him on the "capture.* 
ph&sso" In response to questioning about his relationship with 
the commanding officer* Murphy replied that, there were seme dif- 
ferences of opinion due to differences in. background and trainings 
hut none chav caused any conflict* lie answered various questions 
about means of ccrnmmii eating during GQ and noted that there weren* t 
any people who were unemployed on the bridge during GQ* 

(more) 


"ourt Proceeding a 8-6-8 CIB REL* NO* £8-69 . 17 Feb* 69 

He stated that the North Korean ships remained about 

£00 yards off after the first boarding attempt* In response to 

* 

questioning about defending the ship with Thompson submachine guns 

from the portholes * ho agreed that it might have b eon possible if 

the men wer-e standing on somethings but that ho hddn*fc. really 

considered defending the ship with Thompsons* He stated there wore 

exposed men on the decks of the °T boats * He further said the 

decision to surrender was not Ms* he did not have all the 

information the commanding officer did* but he believed the decision 

would have been n close to what* he would have done* 

Returning to the detention phase* ho covered items concerning 

beatings and communication with other members of the crew* He said 
\ 

the North Koreans constantly tried to pin a CIA identification on 
hixiio Ho said the darlc-complected men of the crow war© initially 
given a bad time in Wonsan* Ho noted that no man was more isolated 
than, the rest.* and the North Koreans tried to screen conversation 
whenever a group was together and they never had an unsupervised 
gathering* 

When asked what was the greatest single factor in his signing 

\ 

a confession* he said It was the knowledge that others already, 
had done so* and added, that his philosophy at that time was % 

"Why should I fight the war singlehanded when others have fallen?* 
There was no chance foi' soecial consideration c-r nreferential 
treatment of any individual* The normal chain of command did not 
exist* that they used any individual member of the crew to 
transmit information as available* 

(more) 


Court Proceedings 9"9 , -' j '9 


CIB RKIr.-, NO* 90-69 • I? 


Rob 69 


He ‘at^ited the Geneva Convention was discussed with him by hla 
cm .* to j.‘c\ and U'.oy said it was not the same one that the "d orth 

' P **" 

!, 

Koreans had signed© was told that they were not nor.jbciw of 

a; war party 0 ’When queried as to whether he passed classified 

material to the Month Hermans* he replied he had not passed c.ny; ; 

such information to tho; i that they did not already have by 

virtue of captured doeuainits# etc© do said the officers tool: part 

in. I ho beatings with the oxe option of font. or Colonel* and that the 

enlisted mon also did tho beatings© In e cavern el low with tho C.run 

for? tip Party* he agreed taut the North Koreans had violated most 

of tli© particulars of tho (. sneva Convention that apniiod to 

Preble 9 a crciw» He said also that he did bo Hove the forth Koreans: 

•sight try to kill him* but hough t he perhaps was not their 

primary target© Ha voiced his belief that the basic principle 

of the Cod® of Conduct should be retained* but that the slaty, of 

the art had changed radically allies it same into be ing* and th-rt 

its provisions might havo t > be pwlssi in oj*3«p to permit 

Individuals to eopo with tie situation, that exists today© % 

stated that under the circi wstancas * Cmd#© Bucher die his job cm 

"" . 

wall us any Command ling Off. cor- coaid do© 


